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5 September 1947 J 



JiSlORAIJDUM FOR THE FILES 

Subject: Appropriation Authorities and Audit 
Acquirements - 1948 F.Y. 
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. - 1 * bn 27 Au ®* st a conference was held at which were hr. Fisher 

Assistant General Counsel to the Comptrolle r General ^ Johnson, 

assistant uhief of the Audit Division, GAO, Lssistant 

■j 10-j ud^et L i inane e Branch, GIG, and Mr, Houston, General 
Counsel, CIG. 

B. Ihe object of the conference was to settle questions 
concerning the authorities to incur obligations and certify vouchers 
in connection with funds transferred to the Common ..orkin Fund for 
XOr the llscal Year of 1948, Congress specified nonfS^oiiv 



■ 1* ^representatives at the conference stated their 

position that m effect there wore no controls or limitations 
imposed by law on the monoy transferred to the Working Fund'*, 
inasmuch as the _ Director could certify to all expenditures on an 
mvouchered basis, or could sign every voucher, or a . prove regular 
procurements in advance which according to the appropriation language 

W0 ? 1 J U ® , b ^ ndin f on the GA0 auditors. Mr. Fisher concurred, Pointing'’ 
out tnat theoretically any of the Secretaries could have drLn a & 
one ex j-or the full amount involved in his department, and could 

^r i( Sr n , 3UCh a ‘r heck td the Dirootor of GIG to spend as he saw 
t , -a^hout accounting, ihe CIG representatives then stated that 

poLrM 0OtOr msn0dto P ut as rau ch of the money available to him as 
possiole on a normal vouohered basis. This would permit regular 
auait of vouohered expenditures by the GAO under its special 
arrangement with GIG. 1 

The GAO auditors concerned with the site audit of CIG accounts 
iiaa raised the question whether, since the heads of the departments 

were required to certify all vouchers, ' ooparvments 

Appropriations Acts, and tho law rest, 
lunds (31 J.G.C. 675) the Director Cl 
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all vouchers on both bmnq , 

authority to specified^ubordi nates ^The^ ^ t0 delegat9 the 
a procedure .as pointed out ^d ^r* ^Practicability of such 
further delegates i«h ^ ^ be "° 
to obligate fluids have been made and the f®J. egatlons o1 ' authority 
vouchers on regular funds mm n „ rt d , oificers certifying the 
It was suggested that as a practical y ‘ esi Seated by the Director „ 
delegations for all normal L, lf o J ma tter, these were sufficient 
agreed that tms« ZloliclT T 8Xp ? nditu ™- Fisher 

-uld oo no objectio/tc^^^ £ ^t^ ** id 


general authorities of h6 ? r f? 0sed Jjo 0 P©rate under the 

larly would consider himself P ?imted b ^ G0nc9rned > but siimi- 
application and -eneral ormH. , y . Statutes of funeral 

iihero not otherwise excepted oTSVtitcd I appr ° priatioa acts, 
oonnson ackno wledged this nronom !! ' Again ***' ^sher and Mr. 

.. I Pointed out ZTZlr L1/2T "“l ““ ^ 
ues controlled bv a 5 -wav hr- n wu, f fc aeory the iund would not 

considered one fund to^be ad "• on the book s, but would be 
asked what would happen if money'remined 3 8ntity * Il4r - J ^nson 
Zgar for retur n to the approp^ L - at nad ni ‘ ^ — H 


roemed Porftctly^re.L^abl^Ld^ pocll ^^lly quite wrong but 
che fact that there would bo l! ’ Jc ’^ clb0n concurred in view of 
Maintaining; a record of the amount 7 ° X accuratel y determining or 
appropriation. ant ? ro P e rly returnable to each 

continuance of fiscIl^pJrations dlSC ^ ssion dears the way for 
manner as for 1947. Sere won ^ ^ in 

the 1348 year, (JIG has in -ffeot e .“° & P eciIlc limitations for 
nearly as possible to noLaf ^ itself to inform as 

said he believed CIO- did well so i;ir . Fisher 

f aot that ol... >on 4 probabrl ?° lf F Ti “ of «» 

the manner of providing funds in tbn ^t glTen b y Congress to 
m a good position. vS S that thfcFF ““F F *T »*> itself 
..loro tnan GAO oould legally have romnrd FF probably gavo them 
although he pointed out ^ ■ LOi bb ® fiscal year 1948 

hamo been in opeStFf.t -£Z„t 19W ' 
comptroller General and the General Ac 


c • C • 


Approved For 




-.1 -i 


rRt)P78-0491 4A000200050049-8 


25X1 

25X1 


25X1 






